94    STORIES THAT WORDS  TELL  US.

imaginary states where all goes well have been
described as " Utopias/'

Then, again, a scene or place in a great book may
be so splendidly described, and interest people so
much, that it, too, comes to be used in a general
way. People often use the name Vanity Fair to
describe a frivolous way of life. But the original
Vanity Fair was, of course, one of the places of
temptation through which Christian had to pass
on his way to the Heavenly City in John Bunyan's
famous book, the " Pilgrim's Progress." Another
of these places was the Slough of Despond, which is
now quite generally used to describe a condition of
great discouragement and depression. The adjective
Lilliputian, meaning " very small/' comes from
Littiput, the land of little people in which Gulliver
found himself in Swift's famous book, " Gulliver's
Travels."

Then many common expressions are taken from
characters in well-known books. We often speak of
some one's Man Friday, meaning a right-hand man
or general helper ; but the original Man Friday was,
of course, the savage whom Robinson Crusoe found
on his desert island, and who acted afterwards as
his servant.

In describing a person as quixotic we do not neces-
sarily think of the original Don Quixote in the novel
of the great Spanish writer, Cervantes. Don Quixote
was always doing generous but rather foolish things,
and the adjective quixotic now describes this sort